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DAVE BOYCE 

Dave Boyce  
“A hot rodder for sixty years.”

It’s hard to put the words “hot 
rods” and “pioneers” together without 
thinking of Dave Boyce. He built his 
first hot rod at age 14 and he is now 74 
and has always owned a hot rod. Some 
years several of ‘em. Currently, Dave 
owns ten hot rods.  

Dave has a long history with four 
of these cars, all Fords. He has a ’26 
Ford tall “T” coupe that has 338,000 
miles on it spread over 42 years. 
Another favorite is a flathead powered 
’31 coupe. He bought it in Bellingham 
as a basket case because it reminded 
him of another one just like it that he 
owned years earlier.  After much work 
and a rebuilt engine he went to register 
it. The clerk thought he was pulling a 
prank on him as it was already in his 
name and had been for 30 years. If the 
car looked familiar to Dave it was 
because it was the very same coupe that 
he owned long ago. How it got to 
Bellingham and through several owners 
without transfer papers is still a 
mystery. It’s now painted yellow with 
red flames. It is powered by a nostalgic 
Ford flathead with a blower.  

The 1927 Ford roadster pickup is a 
real gem with its V-6 engine. The car 
was nicknamed “Four Bits” as it is a 
composite of four different vehicles. 
Dave’s wife, Anne, is its exclusive 
driver and it is her only means of 
transportation and she drives it summer 
and winter. The ’36 Ford pickup, green 
in colour and powered by a Chev 350 
engine with a Jaguar rear end, is the 
smoothest highway car and corners like 
a dream.  

Dave was born in Richmond, BC. 
He lived with his parents near what is 
now Westminster Highway and Shell 
Road. The access though was from No.5 
Road. In the spring of 1938, the first 
acre cost twenty five dollars, the next 
acre cost ten dollars and the third acre 
furthest from No.5 Road was five 
dollars. The driveway consisted of 
sawdust to keep the cars from sinking in 
the peat bog. His dad owned an 
excavation company. When a neighbor 
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had a broken down ’32 Chev, he offered 
it to Dave if he could get it running. 
Dave was only 13 at the time and it took 
all summer but he rebuilt the engine. 
His Dad warned him about driving 
without a license but Dave couldn’t 
resist temptation and at 14 hit the road. 
When his dad found out, he dug a hole 
and buried the car while Dave was at 
school. Dave recently purchased an 
identical ’32 Chev coupe.  

The first car Dave owned when he 
turned 16 was a 1939 Pontiac 
convertible. Dave worked at Harry 
Howe and Son in Richmond for eight 
years as a tow truck driver and 
mechanic. Dave turned his need for 
speed to Burnaby’s Digney Speedway 
in ’54, ’55 and ’56 and raced a ’34 Ford 
coupe. His boss, Harry, sponsored the 
car to the extent of space at the yard for 
the car and five dollars worth of gas for 
every race. Dave is currently building a 
replica of that car.  

In 1966 when the Satellites 
Motorsport Club brought Demolition 
Derbies to Callister Park, Dave was 
hooked and looked for a car to enter. He 
found it in the form of a ’53 Mercury. It 
was a good looking car with even the 
headlight openings filled in with 
hubcaps. It was gold as the stock colour 
but they painted the car purple. It was 
runner up in the Best Appearing Car 
contest to a blue Studebaker Lowboy.  

Dave’s occupation over the years 
has ranged from truck driver, tug boat 
crew member and mechanic until he 
started his own business, “Boyce 
Towing”. Dave built the company’s first 
tow truck with parts from various 
vehicles, none of them a tow truck. The 
business began in 1967 and ran until 
they sold it 29 years later in October 
1996. Dave was jack-of-all-trades and 
Anne looked after dispatching and 
accounting. They built the business to 
include 17 operating trucks.  

Dave was a member of the Street 
Dreamers Car Club in Richmond for ten 
years and still has a club jacket and 
crests.

While operating the towing 
business, Dave decided to join the local 
Lions Club. In 1990, when the club was 
contemplating fundraising ideas, Dave 
suggested a car show. Thus the birth of 
the very first “Steveston Sockeye Run.” 
Dave was the chairperson for the first 
three years and a Lions member for five 
years. At the recent 22nd running of the 
show, Dave won the award for entering 
the most cars, five hot rods.  

Dave and Anne have been married 
since 1958. They have raised two sons 
and a daughter in those 54 years. Their 
son, Billy, is the one most interested in 
cars, both in racing and restoration.  

Until recently, Dave and Anne 
travelled to Arizona and California with 
their motor home as “Snowbirds” for 20 
years. They took in a car show or swap 
meet almost every weekend with a hot 
rod towed behind instead of a small 
compact car as most people. They 
earned the nickname “Travelin’ 
Rodders” and now have jackets to 
match.  

By Doug Harder 



The late Sandy Lovelace was a drag 
racer who was a regular competitor at 
British Columbia tracks, in particular, those 
on Vancouver Island. To honour his 
memory, a group of veteran Vancouver 
Island drag racers, Island Dragway 
Promoters, has funded an annual award in 
recognition of the person, or persons, who 
have made an outstanding contribution to 
the preservation of the history of 
motorsport in British Columbia. 

Rick Gonders is the administrator of 
the award. Mr. Gonders has charged the 
Greater Vancouver Motorsport Pioneers 
Society with the responsibility of managing 
the award process annually, including 
assembling nominees and selecting the 

2008: The Digney family; Joyce and Dig for 
their preservation of the history of the 
Digney Speedway. 
2009: The Vintage Racing Club of British 
Columbia for their British Columbia 
Historic Motor Races and the Westwood50 
celebration. 
2010: The Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition. 
2011 George Bell: motorsport artist. 

winner.
Since 2004, the award has been made at 

the GVMPS annual induction ceremony. A 
permanent plaque is inscribed with the 
names of the winners each year. 
Additionally, there are beautiful keeper 
trophies.
Past Lovelace award winners 
2004: Doug Harder, Tom Johnston, and 
Brian Pratt 
2005: Larry Braine 
2006: Langley Speedway Historical Society 
2007: The BC Hot Rod Association for their 
50th anniversary event. 

What is the Sandy Lovelace Award? 
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