
2013 Greater Vancouver Motorsport Pioneers Society                  

    Memorial Award 
Past Winners: 
2012: Dave Boyce 
2011: George Bell 
2010: The Deeley Motorcycle Exhibition 
2009: The Vintage Racing Club of BC and the  
          Westwood50 celebration 
2008: The Digney family: 
  Joyce and Ernie "Dig" Digney 

2007: The BC Hot Rod Association 50th anniversary 
2006: Langley Speedway Historical Society 
2005: Larry Braine 
2004: Doug Harder, Tom Johnston and  
 Brian Pratt 
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Sandy Lovelace        
The late Sandy Lovelace was a drag 
racer who was a regular competitor at 
British Columbia tracks, in particular, 
those on Vancouver Island. To honour 
his memory, a group of veteran 
Vancouver Island dragracers, Island 
Dragway Promoters, has funded an 
annual award in recognition of the 
“person, or persons, who have made an 

outstanding contribution to the 
preservation of the history of 
motorsport in British Columbia” 

Rick Gonders is the administrator 
of the award. Mr. Gonders has charged 
the Greater Vancouver Motorsport 
Pioneers Society with the responsibility  
of managing the award process 
annually, including assembling 

nominees and selecting the winner. 
Since 2004, the award has been 

made at the GVMPS annual induction 
ceremony. 

A permanent plaque is inscribed 
with the names of the winners each 
year. Additionally, there are beautiful 
keeper trophies. 

  

Rich Carlson 
 

Rich Carson has been a drag racing 
photographer for 50 years! He has 
always lived in Everett Washington but 
has a strong connection a few miles 
north in the Metro Vancouver area. 
Rich has covered the Mission Raceway 
drag strips; both the original one close 
to Mission City and newer present one 
beside the Fraser River, He always 
attended the annual spring car shows at 
the PNE from the Motoramas in sixties 
to the Vancouver  Motorsport Shows of 
the eighties and nineties. 

Rich’s outstanding photographs 
have appeared in many local Canadian 
magazines such as Motorsport in B.C. 
and later in Motorsport West and 

Speedzone. Internationally, his 
photography has been published in Hot 
Rod Magazine and other Pederson 
Publications. Newspapers such as Drag 
Sport Illustrated and National 
Dragster have relied on his skill as a 
photographer. 

Rich Carlson has also been 
shooting photos for National Hot Rod 
Association Division Six for 50 years. 
NHRA has its own publication and 
several pages of each issue are 
dedicated to the western side of both 
Canada and the USA. Many thousands 
of his photos  are seen in those pages 
throughout the years and hundreds of 
editions. 

When Rich was in high school he 
took photography courses and as a 
result, many photos of high school 
events. A classmate asked him to shoot 
photos of a pal’s car at the Arlington 
Airport drag races. Although only 16 
years old in 1963, he saw an 
opportunity to make a little money and 
charged racers 50 cents for a photo of 
their race cars. Although he didn’t 
realize it at the time, his life long career 
was beginning to take shape. 

After graduating from high school, 
Rich worked at a camera store first and 
then opened his own store. For the next 
three years life was busy, long hours at 
the store during the week and then 
covering drag races and 4x4 off road 
racing on the weekends proved to be a 
hectic schedule. 

When Uncle Sam called in 1967, 
Rich was first off to Korea and then to 
Germany but fortunately not Viet Nam. 
While in Germany he attended a Le 
Mans race where the Ford GT40 won 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in Carroll Shelby’s 
first major race campaign. In 1970 
when he was discharged, he went from 
taking photos for the Army back to 
photography on the West Coast and 
race cars once again. 

Rich has attended races at 
Edmonton, Calgary, Medicine Hat, 
Prince George, Mission and Ashcroft as 
well as dozens of race tracks throughout 
Washington, Oregon and California. He 
said small towns like Medicine Hat 
where 100 cars turn out to race are 
really cool. 

Rich has been married to his wife 
Elaine for 30 years. Elaine retired from 
G.T.E. Telephone Company, a few 
years ago. Rich is now 68 years old and 
they recently purchased a motorhome 
and they travel to race tracks and have 
camping trips at the same time. 

I asked Rich what his favorite 
photo was? “It’s not a big wheelstand or 
a fire or a crash” he said. “My clients 
like a clear shot of their car leaving the 
starting line. Front end lifting a little bit 
and the rear slicks working on traction 
with wrinkles in the rubber just perfect. 
When they are happy, I am happy, so 
that’s my perfect shot”. 

I then asked him what his favorite 
track was. Without a second’s hesitation 
he answered “Mission Raceway!”. 

Rich at Medicine Hat, Alberta 

By Doug Harder 




